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“Life is a flash.” This is one of my wife’s favorite sayings. And, oh how true.  I know
some of you, the under forty group, may think that is really an exaggeration, but time will
prove how prophetic that statement is.

I can hardly believe that half of this year is already over.  I know if you work for an
agency or an institution you are wondering, how can I catch up before the end of the fiscal
year.  I have had the opportunity to do a lot of things and attend a lot of events represent-
ing you this past six months.

One of the real highlights was attending the field day and tour of our 2007 “Outstand-
ing Rangeland Management” awardees ranching operation near Comfort.  The Hillingdon
Ranch operated by the Giles family was outstanding.  To see the love and dedication that
this family has invested in their way of life is challenging and admirable.  Robin Giles re-
ally got my attention when he started out by saying, “I ranch for a drought, because we
are in a drought most of the time.”  When I worked for the SCS/NRCS, I was always
taught to write a good drought plan with the producer. But I was never instructed how to
write an excess forage plan. Something to consider, isn’t it?

There was really a great group there (over 125), but I wish we could’ve had over 200-300 or 400-500 to learn
and to see what is possible with proper planning and convictions. Too many of us do it a certain way because
grandpa or our agency said so.  We must learn to be open minded and a little, or a lot, adventurous.

The other real highlight that Doris and I participated in was the Youth Range Workshop at Junction.  We were
only observers, but boy, what a week.  The 34 youth who attended had a fun, tiring, and educational week.  If
you’ve never had the opportunity to attend, I’m sure you’ve heard all the sto-
ries, but you’ll never really understand until you’ve actually been there.  So
my real challenge to you is to take a day or two and go see what is happening
at the Youth Range Workshop, or even better you could volunteer to help.
Also, be sure to personally thank all of our TSSRM members who spend a
week without sleep at this event.  Co-directors, Hoyt Seidenstick and Barron
Rector, you and your co-workers are unbelievable. And, as a great side note,
I got to have dinner with Joe and Kay Norris.

And, a great big Texas thank you to our “Grass Roots” editor, Jeff
Goodwin, for our all ranchers newsletter edition.  It was an outstanding issue,
and I’ve received several positive comments from our membership.  Jeff has
agreed to make this an annual issue.  So ranchers, we need your help, and as
they say, “The ball’s in your court.”

Now, we need YOUR help!  We need you to get excited and plan to at-
tend the Annual Meeting October 8th, 9th and 10th in Nacogdoches. Yes, this
is an area that isn’t considered to be in the heart of range country, but there
are native plant communities in east Texas, and this is our opportunity to
learn more about this region.  Mike Stellbauer and Craig Page, co-chairs of
the annual meeting have done an outstanding job in planning this meeting.
Mark Moseley and Willie Conrad have an unbelievable program and a di-
verse set of speakers lined up.
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Let us welcome our new members to the Section.
Thank you for your continued support for rangeland stewardship.

Terry Bonn.............................................................Fredericksburg, TX
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Call for Papers

This year’s annual meeting has two bus tours (yes, I love tours) and a dis-
tinguished panel of agency and academia leaders to address our Section on
how we can help them meet their mission.  This is a real opportunity for us to
show our support for our profession, to some that may not necessarily share
that dedication and love.  Please, help with your attendance and dedication to
your professional society.

Also, the Nacogdoches area is full of Texas history and very interesting
sites to see.  If possible bring your spouse and spend a couple of extra days on
a mini-vacation in this area.  You’ll be glad you did!

Two side notes:  donate something to the silent auction for the scholarship
fund, and e-mail your photo contest entries.

See you in Nacogdoches!
                                                             Best Regards,

Jerry Payne

Texas Section Society for Range Management
Annual Meeting

October 16 & 17, 2008
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS PROGRAM

Nacogdoches, Texas
The Texas Section will be hosting its 2008 Annual meeting in

Nacogdoches, Texas on October 16 and 17, 2008.  The Young Professionals
Committee is issuing a call for papers for the Young Professionals program.

Presenters will be asked to give a fifteen (15) minute presentation, with an
additional five (5) minutes for questions from the audience.

Within the Texas Section young Professionals are defined as any member
40 years of age or younger.

Please submit an abstract to:
Rob Cook – robwcook@yahoo.com
Corey Owens – cowens@angelo.edu

All submissions must be sent via email.  Abstracts must be submitted in
PDF or Microsoft Word format.

PRESIDENT’S  NOTES (continued)
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Attention, Fellow Conservationists!
This is the first call for the Texas Section SRM County Level Awards!!

Each year an important part of the TX Section’s activities is the recognition of deserving individuals
for various awards. As you go about your daily work, meet with committees, and hear of good work
done in the field, please consider who you may want to nominate for a County Level Award.

Please take some time to visit with your co-workers as you nominate worthy candidates and most
likely more candidates will surface. Anyone can nominate these good people and they don’t have to be a
member of SRM. There are a lot of deserving nominees in our great state. Let’s bring the spotlight on
them so they can shine and lead the way to inspire others.

There are 4 categories for the County Level Awards. They are 1) Natural Resources conservation
Service (NRCS) employee, 2) Friend of TX Section of SRM ( this could be other agencies, Ag busi-
nesses or companies, news reporters, etc), 3) County Extension Agent and 4) High School Ag Science
Teacher.

As you go about your work in range and conservation, think of those that would be worthy of recog-
nition who selflessly plug away at making the world a better place just because it is the right thing to do.
Let’s make the effort and recognize them by finding them and sending their qualifications to your com-
mittee representative.

Your 2008 County Level Awards Committee members are: Royce Siebman, Childress, Chairman;
George Clendenin San Angelo, Vice Chairman; Brad Teplicek  Eden, Reggie Quiett Vernon.

These submissions are due on or before August 29, 2008.
Please don’t hesitate to call or e-mail any one of us with questions or nominations.

The 2008 Texas Section Society for Range Management Annual Meeting will be held in “The Old-
est Town in Texas” (Nacogdoches) on October 8-10 (Wed.-Fri.).  The theme for this year’s meeting is
“Restoration and Management of East Texas Plant Communities”.

The host hotel is the Fredonia Hotel and Convention Center located at 200 North Fredonia.  A
block of rooms at $70 per room has been reserved for the meeting.  The phone number is 800-594-
5323.  Please mention that you are with the Texas Section Society for Range Management.

Wednesday’s events include the Board of Directors meeting from 8:00 am to noon, a technical tour
from 12:30 pm to 5:00 pm to see and discuss silvo-pasture development and coal mine reclamation
with native plants, the Section business meeting from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm, and a social/mixer from
6:30 pm until 9:00pm.

Thursday’s activities begin at 8:00 am with a morning technical session that covers topics related
to the meeting theme. The awards luncheon follows from 12:00 to 1:30.  We continue with another
technical tour visiting the NRCS East Texas Plant Material Center, the Alazan Bayou WMA, and the
Winston Ranch from 1:30 to 5:00; and end the day with the President’s Reception and Banquet from
6:00 to 8:00.  A spouse’s tour is also scheduled for Thursday.  Those interested will need to meet in the
hotel lobby at 9 am and the tour will be a walking tour of historic downtown Nacogdoches.  The tour
will end around 11 am. For more information visit www.visitnacogdoches.org.

On Friday morning from 8:00 am until 10:00, a panel of federal and state resource management
agency leaders will advise the Section on the range management benefits the Section can provide to
their agencies.  The morning session will continue at 10:30 with young professional technical presenta-
tions and will conclude at noon. Final comments will follow with adjournment of the annual meeting at
12:30 pm

CPRM, CRMC, and Texas Pesticide CEU hours will be available for technical tours’ and sessions’
attendance.

Additional information will be posted on the TSSRM website.

2008 Texas Section SRM Annual Meeting
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Cattlemen from the
across the state re-
cently attended a
rancher’s field day at
the Sterling Ranch in
Howard County.
Jimmy Sterling and his
family hosted the
workshop and tour.

USDA-Natural Re-
sources Conservation
Service, GLCI, Big

Country RC&D, Agrilife Extension, TDA,
Borden and Howard County Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, and the Texas Section
SRM were joint sponsors of the event.

More than 180 people attended the
event and learned how the Sterling
Cattle Company applies conservation
stewardship on their operation.

“NRCS has helped us accomplish
many of our goals through conservation
planning,” Sterling said.

Tara Sterling Renfro closed the
event by thanking all who contributed
and all who came to the ranch.  She
spoke with pride of her ranching heri-
tage and of her desire to follow in the
footsteps of her Father and Grandfather
with relation to their conservation ethic.

All photos courtesy of Quenna
Terry.

Sterling Cattle Company Tour
Excerpts taken from article by Quenna Terry

Charles Anderson, NRCS Range Specialist, supplied ranchers with
range and pasture sticks. Sterling Family - Bill and Tara Renfro and
Jimmy Sterling hosted the range tour and workshop.

The Sterling family

Dr. Allen McGinty, Agrilife
Extension Range Special-
ist, presented a program on
chemical brush control.

Dr. Dale Rollins,
Agrilife Extension, dis-
cussed range manage-
ment for bobwhite
quail.

Dr. Ron Sosebee, range consultant and retired Texas Tech Range
Professor, explained the importance of understanding plant
growth and development.

Terry Sterling
Sterling Cattle Company
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Gillespie County Beef and Range Field Day
The Gillespie County Beef and Range Field Day was a huge success with 350 people in atten-

dance. The event was held on the Terry and Joan Bonn Ranch. Charles Feller described the event on
the local Fredericksburg radio station, KNAF on the following day. The Fredericksburg Standard had
several photos from the field day in the Farm and Ranch Section and also placed the pictures on their
web page. The Texas Section SRM supported the event by providing a one-year membership and a
gate sign to the Bonn’s. The Gillespie SWCD was very appreciative of our support.

The Texas Section SRM provided a one-year
membership and a gate sign to Terry and Joan
Bonn for hosting the Tour. TSSRM member
Phillip Wright made the presentation.

Photo courtesy of Amanda Kirchner

350 people enjoyed the beautiful setting for the
Gillespie County Beef and Range Tour on the Bonn
Ranch.                               Photo courtesy of Pat Kroll

The auction will be open for bid during the mixer on Wednesday night.  Bidding will close fol-
lowing the banquet on Thursday night.

We already have several items slated for the auction, many of which will be handcrafted by
TSSRM members, including:

· DVD Player
· Handmade Jewelry
· Western Hat Rack
· Moore Maker Pocketknife
· Barn Wood Framed Art
· Circular Saw
· AND LOTS MORE!!!!

So come to Nacogdoches with your checkbook prepared to support the scholarship fund!
If you have any items you would like to donate to the silent auction please contact Lindi

Clayton at lindi.clayton@jacobs.com.

Silent Auction
Benefiting the TSSRM Memorial Scholarship Fund
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During the recent Kendall Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Land Stewardship Tour, the
Hillingdon Ranch was honored as the recipient of the 2007 Outstanding Rangeland Management Award. The
20,000 acre ranch,
which is located near
Comfort, is operated by
Robin and Carol Giles,
and their son Grant.
During the day, attend-
ees toured sections of
the ranch and learned
about the Giles’ man-
agement techniques.

According to Joe
Franklin, district conser-
vationist for the Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) field
office in Kerrville, the
prestigious award is
sponsored through the Texas Section Society for Range Management (TSSRM). Each year, he said, one ranch is
chosen from applications received from all over the state. The purpose of the award is to recognize those who
have demonstrated outstanding skill and knowledge in practicing sound management and care of rangeland re-
sources.

“Range condition and trend have shown vast improvements over the years due to planning, good decisions
and grazing management techniques employed,” said Franklin. “When Robin began operating the ranch, there
were many areas within each pasture that were in poor condition due to spot grazing. There were some good con-
dition areas that were not being utilized. Presently, good condition rangeland is more uniform over much of the
ranch.”

According to Franklin, the ranch was established in 1887 by Robin’s grandfather, Alfred Giles. Robin and his
family own 800 acres. The remaining acreage is leased from more than 200 relatives and heirs of the original
ranch owners.

“From the beginning,” Franklin said, “the Giles’ goal has been to keep the family operation in the family, and
it’s a task that he and Carol work at daily. Robin and Carol understand that it is hard work to have a successful
ranch operation, and they work hard.”

Robin, who has operated the Hillingdon Ranch since 1959, stocks the ranch with Angus cattle, Angora goats
and Rambouillet sheep.

Honoring the Hillingdon Ranch
By Carolyn Rost, Staff writer  for Country World Newspaper

Robin Giles explains his philosophy on grazing management and ranching.

Thanks to the Giles Family for a perfect day in paradise.
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“He generally tries to keep his stocking rate evenly proportioned in thirds - a third cattle, a third goats and a
third possible.”

Adapted livestock, Robin said, makes ranching a lot easier.
“If you are making a living off of livestock, you’ve got to run a lot of livestock over a lot of country, and you

don’t have time for any of them. You just have time to work them, so they have to take care of themselves.”
The Angus breed was selected for their ability to thrive on the Hill Country terrain. The cows, he said, can be

traced back to the first cows his grandfather purchased.
“He brought three Angus cows from Scotland in 1887, and it just so happens that all the cattle that we have

here on the place can go right back to those three original cows.”
The Angora goats were also

brought into this country by his
grandfather who saw the need for
brush management.

“All the brush that was here at
that time was mostly oak brushes
of different kind, which were very
good for the goats. But what he
didn’t know was he was control-
ling juniper starting back in about
1890.”

The goats, he said, have been
their most profitable venture over
the years.

“They have controlled the ju-
niper and they have kept the carry-
ing capacity of the ranch up.”

The Rambouillet sheep, he
said, are raised on the ranch be-

cause of their ability to utilize forbs and weeds that might not be used by cattle and goats. As well as being suc-
cessful tools for brush management, goats and sheep also produce income from the production of mohair and wool.

During the tour, Robin stressed the importance of utilizing all the different plants.
“The main thing here is we are a native plant farm,” he said. “We are farming with native plants. I’m glad to

have the brush. I’m glad to have the forbs and weeds. All these plants have a purpose if you have the right animals
to use them.”

According to Robin, all the livestock are selected for adaptability. If they cannot adapt, they are culled. When
it comes to feeding, cattle are supplemented with protein during the winter months. Hay, he said, is never fed.

“Our cattle are only caked. Our sheep and goats are never fed except for when we confine nannies for kidding.
If we feel like sheep and goats need to be fed, we start finding other country for them, or we start getting rid of
them. If we feel like cattle need hay, then we have too many cattle or we find other country for the cattle.”

At Hillingdon Ranch, all animals are rotated in the pastures as needed - including the white-tailed deer.
“For every 36 acres, we run one cow, 10 goats, six sheep and three deer.”
The deer, he said, are the hardest animals to manage.
“We can get our sheep and goats, and we can get our cattle in the pen, and we can count out how many we

need to go back into a given rotation. The deer are very hard to manage. It takes us from October to January to get
our deer into the right numbers. We use our hunters to manage them, but that is the hardest part of it.”

Dealing with goats is much easier.
“With goats, if I see juniper coming into a pasture, I can crowd a lot of goats in that pasture that winter, and I

can hammer that juniper. I cannot get all those deer to go anywhere. They go wherever they want to.”
When dealing with the dry weather, the Giles don’t mind the dryness.
“When it’s dry like this, we feel like it’s very normal. The wet years are abnormal as far as we are concerned
We ranch as if it is going to be like this all the time, and when we get a little rain, that’s just a bonus.”
For Robin and his family, ranching the Hill Country is their way of life.
“We love this. We love our way of life. Our main objective here is to preserve this land and preserve this way

of life,” he said. “Pretty soon, Grant is going to take over, and we are going to be his helpers. Hopefully, we have
brainwashed him enough to where he thinks as much about this way of life and that he can preserve it. It gives us a
lot of pleasure in knowing that what we have will live on in a younger person. That’s the most we can do.”

Joe Franklin leads a group in plant identification.


