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Scholarship Awards 
 

TSSRM Scholarship 
-Ryan McCarty- 

 

The 2011 TSSRM Scholarship was awarded to Ryan McCarty during 
the 4H roundup in College Station, TX. Dr. Barron Rector presented 
ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ wȅŀƴ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢{{waΦ  wȅŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ 
Normangee, Texas and he is a sophomore at Texas A&M University 
in Kingsville, TX majoring in Range & Wildlife Management.  Ryan is 
an avid outdoorsman.  He enjoys fishing in the bays and duck hunt-
ing in the Kingsville area.  
 

 Bill Wyche Jr. Memorial Scholarship  
-5ƛƭƭƻƴ hΩ5Ŝƭƭ - 

 

The 2011 Bill Wyche Jr. Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Dillon 
O'Dell. Dillon is the son of Eric and Mary O'Dell from Woodson, 
Texas.  He graduated first in his class from Woodson High School in 
2011 and is a freshman at Tarleton State University.  He loves camp-
ing, hunting, and spending time in the outdoors and competed in 
FFA range competitions in high school.  He plans to pursue a degree 
in range management because he wants to work to improve land 
that has been overgrazed and depleted.  
 

- Upcoming Events - 
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National SRM Meeting 
Spokane, Washington 
January 29τFebruary 3, 2012 
 
TX Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
Fort Worth, Texas 
February 23τ25 





News Release for FFA Contest 
-Mark Moseley- 

 
The training of students in the Texas FFA program has 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘǳǊƴΧΦǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ bw/{Φ  !ǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜπ
cent meeting in Lubbock, the FFA advisors made a de-
cision to align their range contest more to the National 
Range Judging contest which is held each spring in 
Oklahoma City.  This contest, which itself was revised a 
few years ago, is aligned to the NRCS rangeland plan-
ning process.  The FFA advisors, with the goal of pre-
paring their students for college and careers, elected 
to implement the training immediately with some local 
and regional contests occurring in September and Oc-
tober.  To help train the new advisors, Levi Tibbs, Ber-
tha Venegas, Gregg Wolff, David Bush, Tanner Agee, 
Mark Moseley (NRCS) and volunteer Alice London pro-
vided a training workshop on property owned by 
Kendall County. 
 
The students are tested in plant identification of 30 plants from a state master list.  Not only do they have to know 
the plant, but they also have to know the value for cattle, its invasiveness, longevity, season of growth, and other 
ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻǊ άǇŀǎǘǳǊŜέΣ ƛǎ ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
where the NRCS rangeland planning process emerges.  As the students evaluate the plot, they have to determine 
from a soil pit which of six contest-specific ecological sites it is.  They also are provided a distance to water and a 
management goal.  Their next task is to inventory the plants in their current condition, then calculate Similarity In-
dex.  They record this, and the ecological site on their score sheet. 
 
The students then utilize a habitat rating guide that considers for cattle their needs such as vegetation quality and 
quantity, diversity, distance to water, slope of the land, integrity of the site, utilization, and density of brush.  Each 
of these factors is scored from 0 ς 40, with 40 being the best.  Once this is done, the student then identifies the 

most limiting factors.  Referring back to the manage-
ment goal provided earlier, the student recommends 
management practices until the scores for all factors 
meets or exceeds the goal. 
 
The contest is designed to teach student how to rec-
ognize the importance of goals and how to mitigate 
limiting factors until the goal is reached.  The contest 
does not get into the tools of management as they 
are so complex and specialized.  That is for a later 
time!  FFA supervisors are now hurriedly training 
students for the local and regional contests and in 
preparation for the State Contest held in the spring 
at Tarleton State University.  Winners at the state 
contest then earn a trip to the National Range Con-
test in Oklahoma City in May. 
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